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l’’iJOLI»  lloi'Sh, 

Xi'.Wl'OKT,  l.W 

Kh  A})ril,  I'Hlt. 


Tofhr  Ml  inbci'.s  of  the  Isle  iif  M ii^ht  Rueul  Disteict  ( oioicil. 

Mi:.  < 'HAIH.\I.\.N  AM>  (Il'NTLrjlKN. 

I n ;nroi  (l;mcf  willi  ( lio  I.ociil  (.iovermneni  Koard  s 
(.Urnular,  I Img  In  submit  for  tlu'  year  UUS  a brief  Annual 
Report,  ydvinj.^  the  vital  stalistics  for  tin  year,  and  only  a 
'horfc  aeeonnt  of  any  out  breaks  and  other  proininent  features. 

The  ineidence  of  infectious  disease  has  not  been  great, 
with  the  exception  of  a severe  outlireak  of  Epidemic  .Influ- 
enza. 

The  nnnilier  of  diseases  notitialile  has  considerably  in- 
creased in  recent  vears.  and  vith  the  new  year  Inllucnzal 
Pneumonia.  .Veute  Piimary  Pneumonia.  Malaria,  Trench 
Fever.  Dysentery.  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and  Acute 
Polio-Encephalitis  are  added  to  the  list,  making  the  work 
of  in\ estigation  much  larger,  and  I again  beg  tc)  recommend 
that  the  Inspectors  bt'  provideil  with  motor-bicycles  to 
cnalile  them  to  carry  out  this  wiuk  thoroughly. 

In  accordance  with  ttie  Circular  of  the  Local  Government 
board,  a full  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
at  the  (tos('  of  the  wav.  and  on  th(‘  sanitaip  needs  of  the 
distiiet  in  the  future,  will  b(>  is.^ued  lat-cf  on  in  tho  year. 

I have  till'  honour  to  remain.  (Gentlemen. 

\ oiir  obedient  ser\  ant 


•f,  .\id’,i-:i:T  cibso.x 


1. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


The  tabulai'  .stat<'ni("iit>  Ironi  Hie  Saiiilary  Inspectors 
siioAv  that  cliii'ing  lli<‘  yeai-  I7S5  visils  liave  l)een  paid  tu 
houses  UiS  ()!'  'Jicse  licing  \isits  of  insi)eclion  and  re-inspec- 
tion undei-  the  HoiisiiiL''  Heiinlations. 

o!)7  lia\c  heen  as  a residt  of  complaints  I'eceived.  dhS 
being  the  result  of  in(|uirics  as  regards  c-ases  of  infectious 
disease  and  (tdiJ  being  \ isils  made  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  rout  ine  ins)jeetion. 

2o  privy  pits  ha\e  been  abolished,  making  a total  of  (itil 
since  i l^ecamc  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

49  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  and  15  to 
cesspools,  ^\hile  181  houses  had  drains  trap})ed  and  rejtaired. 

dd  hou.'-cs  hatl  improvexi  water  suppli('s  provided,  and 
42  houses  were  connected  with  the  water  main. 

bAKKHOfSKS. 

'I’lie  nninber  of  Bakehouses  on  the  register  is  now  fo. 

lo9  \ isits  of  iiispeclioii  wcu’c  made  to  these,  and  82  cleans- 
ing notices  were  sent  out. 

1 contraventions  were  found. 


SLArOHTK  B-HOrSES. 

'L'he  numb<-i-  of  Slaughter-houses  on  the  register  is  now 
2 . and  to  tlicse  95  \ isits  of  ins])ection  were  made. 

(1  cleansing  notices  were'  sent  (uit.  and  5 contraventions 
W(“re  found. 

THE  .MILK  SL’IM’LV. 

'The  number  of  Milk-sellers  on  the  I'egister  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  299,  being  an  increase  of  15  dining  the  year. 

554  visits  (T  inspection  were  made  to  tlu'se,  and  582 
cleansing  notices  scut  out, 


llol’SiXd 

'riic  iimnlK‘1'  nf  iiispoclioiis  iniHlc  iiikIci'  Scclioii  IT  of 
tiu'  Hoiisino  and  Town  i’lanninu  A''l  was  onl\  '2.  and  one 
of  th(‘s('.  in  the  I’aiisli  of  \\'lnj)|iin!iliain.  was  found  to  l>o 
unlit  foi-  Inonan  lialatat  ion. 


IIOSIM'IW!.  .\(‘('().MM()l).\TlOX. 

'I'lic  Naval  Authorilios  at  Oshoiiio  lia'.a'  their  own  infet'- 
lioiis  l)is('as(>s  Hospital. 

'I’ho  Afilitaiw  Aiithorilies  have  a ('nhiele  Isolation  lint 
at  Pal  kh  urst . lint,  owinu'  to  its  laang  repnired  for  ea.ses  of 
Chicken-Pox.  Mumps.  &(*..  ea.ses  of  Searhd  l'\‘ver  and 
l)i]ihlheria  an'  sent  to  the  !sl('  of  \\'i,t>ht  Joint  llos[)ital 
Itoard's  Isolation  Hospital  at  Fairlee.  near  Newjiort,  wliich 
])roYides  for  24  out  of  the  2!l  pari.shos  in  the  district,  the 
rcniainiipu-  o jiarislu's  being  provided  for  by  the  ITidercliff 
Isolatioii  Ho.spital  at  Ventnor. 

4'he  following  ta.bh'  shows  the  percentage  of  removals 
of  those  eases  for  which  accoininodation  has  been  provided  ; 
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Re- 
mo veil  , 
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eentaei 

Scarlet  Fe\er 

. . lit 
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Of  these  Jo  eases  2!l  were  remove<l  to  t In'  Hospital  at 
Pairh'e  and  r-ne  to  that  at  N’enlnor. 


i; 


Chemical  and  Bateriological  Work. 

The  usual  yearly  analyses  of  your  water  supplies  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  (’ounty  Analyst. 

Samples  have  also  been  seni  to  liiiii  from  doubtful  well 
waters.  In  all  samjiles  havi'  been  taken  durinj^  the  year. 

Kb  swabs  of  sii.speeted  eases  of  Diphtheria  and  9 sputa 
from  suspected  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association. 

Of  the  80  swabs  4 were  found  ])usitive.  and  of  the  9 sputa 
one  w'as  found  positive. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute 
Infectious  Diseases. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

12  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  d 
of  these  being  in  the  Parish  of  Carisbrooke,  4 in  North- 
wood,  and  the  remaining  3 being  1 in  Ashey,  1 in  Brading. 
and  1 in  Calbourne. 

Of  these  cases  2 proved  fatal,  both  being  notified  at  a 
late  stage  of  the  disease.  Both  ca.ses  were  workers  at 
White’s  Works,  the  one  living  in  Northwood  and  the  other 
in  the  Prison  Quarters  at  Carisbrooke.  All  these  cases 
were  treated  in  the  Hospital. 

The  usual  method  of  control  was  adopted,  namely,  the 
bedding  was  removed  for  steam  di.sinfection,  the  room 
fumigated  with  Formalin  vapour,  and  all  contact.s  swabbed. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

19  cases  of  Ibis  disease  were  notified  during  the  year, 
and  of  these  none  proved  fatal. 

As  regards  distribution,  4 cases  occurred  in  Freshwater, 
4 in  Whippingham,  in  Newchurch.  2 in  .\shey,  and  I in 


each  of  lli(‘  follow  ill”'  pai  islics.  iiaiiicly,  I fcm l)ri< l”c.  Ifradiii”. 
Carisbrooke.  ISt.  Lawrence,  .Sliallleet,  and  South  Arreton. 

Of  these  11)  cases.  lt>  were  removed  to  tlie  isolation  Hos- 
pital at  Fairlee.  1 was  removed  to  the  f'nderclilf  Hosjiital 
at  N'entnor,  ami  2 were  treated  at  home.  I being  in  Bem- 
luidge  and  1 in  Freshwater. 

The  method  of  control  was,  a.s  in  previous  years,  to  remove 
ilu‘  bedding  for  steam  disinfoetion.  to  fiimigati'  the  room 
with  k'ormalin  vajiour.  and  to  keep  contacts  away  from 
school  and  other  meeting  places  for  one  week. 

TYPHOID  (EJ^TERIC)  FEVER. 

2 dehnite  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  the  tir.st  being  at  a cottage  at  Ash  Lake  Farm, 
Binstead,  early  in  July,  and  it  was  found  that  the  water 
supply  was  very  unsatisfactor3’. 

Tlie  case  was  nursed  at  home  and  subsequently  removed 
to  another  house  in  Binstead,  where  the  sister  developed 
the  disease  three  weeks  after  the  first  case. 

In  the  lattei'  hou.se  the  water  supply  was  also  proved 
to  be  in  an  unsatisfaetorx'  condition. 

Arrangements  were  made  to  have  the  water  laid  on  from 
the  main  to  these  two  houses. 

A case  was  notified  from  the  CounO-  Mental  Hospital  in 
June,  but  T was  subsequently'  informed  bv  the  Medical 
Siqierintendent  that  from  bacteriological  examinations 
made  the  ease  was  not  a definite  one. 

ERYSl  l*ELA,S. 

12  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  7 of  these  occurred 
in  C'arisbrooke,  of  whom  o were  in  the  Workhouse,  2 oc- 
curred in  Bembridge.  1 in  .Ashey,  I in  Binstead,  and  I in 
Fr<‘shw  ater. 


s 


r EK  E 1 ; 1 : ( )-s  fixa  i.  v i<: \'  eh  . 

2 notifications  of  tliis  disease  were  received  during  the 
year,  1 being  a military  case  in  iVIarch  and  1 civil  case  at 
the  end  of  November. 

The  early  case  died  at  Afton  T.,odoe  Hospital  after  a very 
.short  illness.  Th(‘  cixil  case  was  treated  at  home  for  12 
days,  and  then  s(‘nl  to  Kail  lee  Hosiiitai  from  Freshwater, 
where  she  lingered  for  24  days  before  death. 

In  both  tho.se  cases  all  contacts  were  swabbed  by  your 
[Medical  Oflicer,  and  the  analysis  carried  out  by  the  ■Military 
.\uthorities  at  Portsmouth. 

PUEHPERAL  FE\RH. 

One  case  of  this  di.sease.  whicli  pro\(*d  fatal,  was  notified 
a1  (Jodsbill  in  January. 

OPHTHA  L.MI  .\  XKOXATORUM. 

o cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 


^rEASEES  AND  ClERiMAN  MEASLES. 

242  ca.ses  of  this  disease  were  notified  in  178  households. 
Of  these  178  notifications  of  a first  ca.se  in  each  household, 
1 71  were  of  [Measles  and  7 of  (ierman  Afeasles,  while  157 
were  notified  by  medical  practitioners  and  21  by  parents. 

The  largest  number  of  cases  occurretl  in  the  Parish  of 
Bembridge,  which  had  44  households  affected.  Carisbrooke 
had  ‘W,  ('hale  Jl , Shorwell  25,  Brading  24,  and  Freshwater 
1 8.  The  remaining  parishes  had  small  numbers,  the 
T'arishes  of  Bonchiireh.  ( 'albourne.  Xiton,  VThitwell,  and 
Ya\erland  hafl  only  one  case  each,  while  the  parishes  of 
Brook,  [Mottiston,  and  Thorley  had  no  ease  recorded. 

One  death  took  jilaee  in  the  parish  of  Gatcombe,  in 
January,  at  the  age  of  4 years. 

Bembridge  Schools  were  closed  in  the  month  of  January, 
■>.nd  during  tin*  same  month  Cbillerfon  School  was  closed, 
('hale  School  was  closcil  in  .Inly. 


0 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis. 

42  cases  of  Tiihcrculosis  were  notified  during  <he  year, 
of  these  being  cases  of  Pnhnonary  1’nl)erculosis  and  i) 
eases  of  otlier  forms  of  'ruhercidosis. 

At  lli(‘  commcnceinent  of  the  year  there  were  S.*}  eas(‘s 
known  to  exist  within  tin'  dislriet.  niakint-'  a total  of  12r> 
lases  which  had  been  notified  at  some  time  ii))  to  the  end 
of  tlu'  yea  I’. 

In  addition  to  tliese.  lb  deaths  occurred  of  patients  who 
had  not  Ix'cn  notified  in  the  district. 

'rhere  wer(>  therefort'  141  eases  of  Tuberculosis  within 
the  district  during  the  yeai-. 

2!»  of  tiu'sc'  cases  (beil  and  12  left  the  district.  lea\ing  !)0 
cases  known  to  exist  at  the  eiul  of  the  year. 

.\s  r(‘gards  the  method  of  eotitrol.  a visit  is  ])aid  and 
literature  is  left  with  the  patient  instructing  him  liow  to 
take  precautions  to  prevent  him  infecting  others  in  contact 
with  him.  and  sputum  bottles  are  provided  to  tliose  not 
in  a position  to  ]n'ovide  them. 

W'henadeath  occuis,  or  when  a patient  leaves  the  district . 
disinfection  is  carried  out. 


Investigation  of  other  Diseases. 

Chieken-pox  was  ))revalent  to  some  extent  in  Brook  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  School  being  closed  for  111 
days. 

Whooping  Cough  was  [)revalent  in  thdbt)urne  during 
March,  and  the  School  was  closed  for  one  week. 

INFLU  P'NZA. 

'I’his  disease  during  the  lattc'r  |)art  of  tlu*  year  .issumed 
I'pifleniie  form,  and  a sp(‘cial  r<*port  was  present(‘d  to  you 
on  t he  subject , 
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As  the  disease  is  not  iiotifiahle.  it  is  extremely  diltieull 
to  obtain  information  in  a rural  district  as  regards  its  preva- 
lence. 

The  only  information  available  is  from  the  notices  sent 
by  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools  and  from  the  weekly 
death  returns. 

During  the  10  years  1908-1917  the  average  number  of 
deaths  occurring  in  the  district  amounted  to  S O.  a figure 
which  only  includes  residents  of  the  district. 

The  number  varied  iiiuch  in  the  different  years,  the  yeai' 
1915  accounting  for  25. 

The  first  intimation  which  I received  that  the  disea.se 
was  present  was  a school  notice  received  from  Chillerton 
School  in  the  month  of  July. 

Shortly  after  that  time  the  di.sease  became  prevalent 
among  the  troops  at  Parkhurst  Barracks,  where  a number 
were  affected,  but  no  deaths  occurred. 

No  cases  were  heard  of  during  the  months  of  August  or 
September,  but  one  death  occurred  in  August. 

Previous  to  October  5 deaths  had  occurred  in  the  district, 
namely,  2 in  Whippingham  in  March,  1 in  Calbourne  in 
April,  1 in  Northwood  in  July,  and  1 in  Totland  in  August. 
All  these  deaths  were  of  persons  over  (id  years  of  age,  and 
as  no  school  notices  were  received  from  schools  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  these  deaths  there  appears  to  be  no  reason 
to  connect  them  with  the  epidemic. 

During  the  second  week  of  October  a death  from  Infiu- 
enza  occurred  at  the  County  Mental  Hos])ital,  and  in  the 
same  month  a school  notice  was  received  from  Bembridge, 
follwed  by  notices  from  Carisbrooke,  Chillerton,  Freshwater, 
Northwood,  Shalfleet.  and  Whippingham. 

Deaths  then  occurred  in  the  Parishes  of  Freshwatei-. 
Brighstone,  Brook,  Brading,  and  Carisbrooke  successively, 
and  a death  then  took  place  at  the  IMilitary  Hospital  at 
Parkhur-st. 

The  death-rate  reached  its  highest  during  the  first  week 


(if  Ndvcniticr.  and  'jradnallv  Mdiaidnil  until  the  and  nt  the 
vaar.  1 was  anxious  to  ascertain  the  germ  responsiI)le  for 
the  outbreak,  and,  owing  to  the  diriieulty  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation among  tlie  cis'il  |)o|udation.  1 s('l('eted  the  military 
|)ojndation  tor  tin'  in\(*st igat ion.  niimbei'  oi  throat 

''Wabs  w(‘re  ofitaiin'd  and  torwarded  to  the  IMilitary  f^abora- 
toT'v  at  Portsmoiitii.  with  tin'  la'.'^nll  tliat  the  .Afieroeoeens 
C'atarrhalis  was  found. 

If  is  im])ossiblo  to  state  tlie  means  of  introttnction  of  the 
disease. 

The  incubation  jiericxl  a))]icared  to  be  4S  liours.  hut  with 
so  man\’  sources  of  infection  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain 
definite  evidence. 

The  disea.se  a))pearcd  to  l>e  spread  by  contact  in  enclosed 
spaces  between  infected  and  .susce])tible  persons. 

.Vs  I'cgards  eviden'ee  of  jiossible  protection  by  a previous 
attack,  no  evidence  was  forthcoming  as  regards  the  civil 
population,  but  as  legards  the  military  population,  which 
had  two  distinct  e])idemics.  in  -hdy  and  in  October,  those 
who  were  attaclo'd  in  July  did  not  again  contract  the  disease 
in  Octol)e> . 

I have  not  heart)  of  an\  instance  of  a second  attack 
during  the  year. 

d'he  cast's  which  occurred  in  duly  were  of  a.  much  milder 
character  than  those  which  occurred  in  October,  and  nti 
tleaths  occurretl  among  the  former. 

No  s])ecial  incitienct'  was  noticeable  as  regards  more 
urban  t>r  intire  rural  ai'cas,  noi'  as  regards  jtarticular  occu- 
pations or  districts. 

It  is  im])ossible  to  compart'  the  incitlence  of  tliseast'  among 
tilt'  civil  ])opulatiott  witli  that  t)f  tht'  military  and  naval, 
while  as  regards  tfit'  death-rate,  that  of  tht'  civil  po])ulation 
was  '2  ~)  ])er  foot)  and  that  of  the  militaiy  and  naval  2'4. 

When  the  diseast'  assumed  epidemic  form  you  instructed 
me  to  issue  ])recautio!iary  at! vice  by  means  of  postt'rs,  the 
priucipit'  adopted  being  (hat  o1  rt'ducing  1 tit*  printt'tl  inattt'r 


U)  tlio  sniallfst  possible  tlinu-iisioiis,  juicl  by  hin  ip.o-  j;  piintod 
ill  large,  conspicuous  letters  on  a large  poster  in  order  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  pul'lie  and  to  avoid  the  fate* 
of  most  closely  written  eireulais  -the  waste  pa])er’  basket 
or  the  hie. 

1 wrote  jiersonal  letters  to  many  of  the  clergy,  enclosing 
a few  of  these  ])osters  and  asking  them  to  have  them  dis- 
]ilaypd  in  some  prominent  ])lace  in  their  district. 

At  the  same  time  they  weie  taken  by  the  bill-poster  and 
exhibited  in  ])rominent  places  thioughout  the  di.strict. 

A large  number  of  the  .schools  in  the  di.stv'ct  wei*e  closed, 
and  as  regards  the  Sunday  Schools  T wrote  personal  letters 
to  the  clergy  asking  them  to  close  their  .schools  and  to  u.se 
their  inlluenee  to  jjrevent  all  gatherings  of  any  kind  in  in- 
door halls  or  places  of  entertainment. 

No  hospital  treatment  was  available  for  the  civil  popula- 
tion, and  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  nurses  it  was  impossible 
to  provide  nurses  to  treat  the  patients  in  their  own  homes. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occuired  in  the  di.strict 
during  the  year  was  So.  and  of  thc.se  (50  were  residents  of 
the  district,  34  being  males  and  32  feniales. 

The.se  hgiues  of  re.sidents  include  the  inmates  and  staff 
of  Parkhur.st  Pri.soji. 

The  jjarishes  which  had  no  deaths  from  Influenza  were 
Ashey,  Binstead,  (fodshill.  Kingston,  i\Lo(tistonc.  Niton. 
St.  Lawrence,  Shorwell.  Thorley,  Varnnmth.  and  Vavciland. 

As  regards  age  the  majority  of  the  deaths  occurred 
between  25  and  45. 


Means  of  Prevention  of  Mortality  in 
Child-Birth  and  in  Infancy. 


One  caM'  of  I'lifiperal  Fov('r  occurred  in  Mic  I’arisli  of 
(Jodshill  ill  tlic  iiiontli  of  .lanuaiy,  tfic  patient  heinjj;  under 
the  care  of  a medical  practitioner,  and  no  cause  was  aseer- 
1 ainalile. 

I'ndcr  tile  Notilieatioii  of  Hirllis  Act  4(tl  notitications 
have  lieen  leeeiied.  and  of  (licse  (>  referred  to  still  iiirtlis. 
Of  file  live  births  Ih3  were  males  and  2(l2  females,  and 
as  recards  the  persons  notifying  l.‘)2  were  notified  by  medical 
practitioners,  257  by  midwives,  and  ti  by  parents. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  451,  and  of  these 
:>2  died  within  one  year  of  birth,  which  gives  an  infantile 
mortality  of  7(t  !»  per  l(K)(t  registered  births,  which  is  above 
the  averagi'  for  the  district. 

Of  the.se  22  deaths,  I I took  jilace  in  the  Parish  of  Fresh 
w ater. 

'I'lie  intanliU'  mortality  rate  for  Fnglaud  and  Wales  was 
!)T  per  lOfltt  registered  births. 

Ill  i:ths. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  f.")!,  and  of 
1 licse  22<'  were  males  and  221  females. 

The  figure  siipjilied  by  tin-  l!egistrar-(  Jeneral  as  popu 
latiou  for  otiiiiatiug  the  birt  h-rat(>  is  27227,  which  gives 
a !)irth-ralc-  of  fti.')  per  ittti  as  eimipareil  with  IT'7  for 
Fnglaiid  and  Wah's. 

DFA'I  IIS. 

'I' ho  total  number  of  d(>ai  lis  w liieh  occurred  in  t he  disi  riel 
was  •'>4(i.  ami  of  that  numlim-  I S.2  were  Irauslerred  awa\ 
b\  the  Itegislrar-t.leueral  as  belonging  to  other  districts, 
leaving  2()2  deaths  of  ■ resid-  nts  within  the  district.  To 
Iheso  have  to  be  added  the  deaths  of  27  “ residmits  " who 


It 


died  ill  odifi’  dislricb,  ;uid  were-  I laiisfcticd  (o  tins  district 
l)\  tlic  Jtc(jisti  ;n  -(  d'licral. 

I lici'c  wci'c  lliiis  M tt t <l(‘allis  of  “ I'csirlctds  ll(•lo^^illJJ; 
to  the  district,  and  of  that  mindicr  :2(»7  \\  cre  males  and  UK! 
I'c  males. 

'I'lie  liirmc  supplied  Ia  llie  Uef^ist rar-tfenera I foi  pufni 
latioji  to  estimate  tlie  death-rate  is  ’-’t.itS!),  w hicdi  gi\  es  a 
moilalitA'  of  Iti'l  pel’  I (•(>(>  emu  pared  with  I7(i  for  England 
and  ^V'ales. 

d’lii'  following  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  these  IdC 
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